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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Attorney General: Report of the
Department of Land Titles from 1st July,
1915, to 30th June, 1916.

By the XMinister for Lands: Return
showing partieulars re Yandanooka estate—
{Ordered on motion by Mr. Veryard.)

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have received the
following communication from the Anditor
General—

5th October, 1916. Sir, In November
last, the first, and major portion, of my
repori to 30th June, 1915, was duly pre-
sented to PParliament. I now enclose the

balance of the report. (Sgd.) C. S.

Toppin, Auditor General,

I place the paper on the Table.

QUESTION — “YANKALILLA” CARGO
TRANSHIPPED.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Aitorney Gen-
eral: 1, Did any memher of the deputation
who waited on him on Wednesday last, the
27th ultimo, in camera re pillaging of cargo
at Fremantle inform him that a quantity of
cargo was transhipped from the s.5. “Yanka-
lilla,” which left the port of Fremantle on
6th August withont the said eargo being en-
tered on the inward manifest, and on which
no harhour dues were paid at the time of
transhipment? 2, Was the representative of
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the owners of the “Yankalilla” present at
the deputation which made complaints re
pillaging of cargo? 3, If so, what was his
name? 4, Does he consider it necessary to
make inquiries regarding complaints re pil-
laging of cargo made by a representative of
the company who atiempted to evade har-
hour dues? 35, Was it stated that the cargo
transhipped was ship’s stores? 6, If so, are
golf halls considered ship’s stores, and on
what part of the ship is golf played? 7, If
the harbour regulatiéns have not been com-
plied with re transhipment of this cargo,
will he see that the regulations and all pen-
alties, attached thereto are enforced and

paid?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, No. 2, Yes. 3, Mr. Moxon, manager,

Adelaide Steamship Co., and local agent for
the owners of the “Yankalilla,” was present.
4, Yes. Both pillaging and evasion of har-
bour dues are offences, and on representation
showing the probability of either taking
place, inquiry is necessary. 3, No; no men-
tion was made of transhipped stores. 6,
Answered by Nos. 1 and 5. 7, Yes. Should
knowledge of such practices be obtained it
would be referred to the proper department
for action.

BILL—FRANCHISE.
In Commitice.

Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill

Clause 1——agreed to.

Clause 2—Preservation of Franchise:

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: During the dis-
cussion on the second reading attention was
drawn to the fact that no prevision is made
in the Bill for the transfer of soldiers from
one electorate to another, if they should
desire it. Instances were given of the wives
of soldiers moving to new districts on the
enlistment of their husbands, and i was
shown that in these cireumstances we should
have the husband enrolled for ome distriet
and the wife for another. In view of this,
the member for Kanowna (Mr. Walker)
gave notice of an amendment. In his abgence
T now move the amendment—

That the following words be added to
subclause 1:—“Unless at any lime during
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such service he claims to be transferred

to another comstituency in which he hag

resided for al least one month.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member is under a misapprehension as to the
objects of the Bill. It is not desirable that a
soldier, when on active service, should be
moved about from electorate fo electorate.
He should be deemed to continue to live in
the electorate in which he enlisted. The idea
is not to prevent soldiers from doing anything
wrong, hecause it may reasonably be as-
sumed that when a man enlists he leaves
politics behind hin. However, it must be
admitted that there are in every community
many persons very keen on getting voters
on the roll. Imagine that 1,200 soldiers are
stationed in Bunbury for four or five weeks.
Under the law as it exists they would be
permitted to transfer to the Bumbury roll.
It will be seen that such a voting power
would be quite sufficient to interfere with an
election in Bunbury. It was never intended
that soldiers should be used as though they
were permanent residents, when, as a matter
of fact, they are merely temporarily sta-
tioned in a given district for military pur-
poses. It is impossible to say where a man
will take up his permanent residence at the
conclusion of his military service. When a
man leaves, say, Leonore to join the military
forces he has no thought of where he 1s
going to live when he returns. Such a man
should be allowed to remain on the roll for
the electorate in which he previously lived.
It is highly objectionable that any body of
people should be able to invade a military
camp and cajole soldiers into allowing them-
selves to be enrolled for the distriet in which
the camp is situated. .

Mr. Bolton: The purpose of the Bill,
then, is to disfranchise a man.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No; it
preserves him to his own electorate. The
principle embodied in the amendment would
be highly objectionable. On our railway
trains we see the vast number of soldiers who
are moving about from place to place and
taking advantage of their leave. The amend-
ment would permit a soldier who bas his
permanent home at York but who is in camp
at Blackboy to enrol on the Swan rell. 1
propose to resist any intention to alter the
Bill in the way suggested. The amendment
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would mean that wholesale alterations in re-
gard to the electors might be brought about
by anyone within the control of the military
forces. The amendment would desiroy the
Bill entirely, and raise up amongst our sol-
diers a politictan class which would be en-
tirely undesirable. I oppose the amendment.

Mr. CARPENTER: In moving the
second reading of the Bill the Afiorney
General {reated those who had spoken on it
with contemptuous silence. I understand
now why he made no reply. He was afraid
ol telling members what he has told them
now.

The Attorney General:
your amendment.

Alr. CARPENTER: He did not tell mem-
bers that the principle of the Bill was to
resirict the franchise of soldiers, We have it
from him that it is undesirable for soldiers
to be moved from place to place.

The Attorney General: I did not use
sueh words.

Mr. CARPENTER: Apparently the
purpose of the Bill is that a soldier who bas
once enlisted from his place of residence has
no longer the freedom of the ordinary elec-
tor, and can no longer exercise the power
given hiw by the Electoral Aect and be trans-
ferred from another district. He asks the
Commiitee to believe that a man who still has
his bomne in a particular part of the State
and would visit that home when he could,
would want a transfer from that district to
another, That man could not transfer, and
the Attorney General! is simply throwing
dust in the eyes of the Committee. A man
ean only transfer from one district to an-
other under the conditions laid down in the
principal Act, and must sign & declaration
that he has bona fide changed his residence.

The Attorney General: Would living in a
camp constitute a change of residence?

Mr. CARPENTER: The Attorney Gen-
eral says that a man who still retains his
home would want a transfer to the electorate
in which he was encamped.

The Attorney General:
anything of the sort.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Attorney Gen-
eral also says that his object is to prevent
a man who goes home for a conple of days
from transferring, whereas he ecould not
transfer so long as his home is in a certain

I bhave unmasked

I did not say
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laeality and he has not actually changed his
place of residence.

The Premier: If you put in this amend-
meat, he could do so.

Mr. CARPENTER: Not unless it was
a bona fide change.
The Premjer:

amendment ¥

Mr. CARPENTER: A oumber of men
who have returned from the Front, and are
now al the Base Hospital or beeoming con-
valescent, prior to enlistment were engaged
on farms in various parts of the country.
They left 1heir work and the district and
many of lhem do not want to returan to ii.
A State viticer who went round the hospitals
to compile a new roll found many men in
that position. and rmen who wanted to be puat
on the roll for the electorate in which they
were then living. They might even want to
go fo some other electorate. The Attorney
General, however, says that they shall not
enjoy any clectoral rights outside the distriet
from which they originally came. The man
who has been away for three months from a
distriet has lost his right to vote in that
distriet.

The Minister for Railways: That is pre-
served as a right.

Mr. CARPENTER: It is contrary to the
existing law. The Attorney General tells
him to go back to the place he came from.
The thing is so presumptuons that T cannot
undersiand the Attorney General bringing
it forward.

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minis-
ter): Soldiers have not lost their right to
vole anywhere else.

Mr. CARPENTER: Aeccording to the Bill
they have.

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minis-
ter): This makes it certain that they have
not.

Mr. Underwood: They are struck off the
raoll

Mre. A, A, Wilson: Would you give them
a vote in the trenches?

The Premier: This gives it to them.

Mr., CARPENTER: What right bas the
Attorney General to say to an elector be-
cause he happens to be a soldier that he
shall not transfer whether he wants to or
nol? Rurely a soldier has a right to say
whether he shall be transferred or not. The

Why do you want the
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proposal is an unheard of one, and I hope
the Committee will insist upon giving the
soldier the same political freedom that we
give to every elector in the land.

Mr. BOLTON: If the Attorney General
is sincere in what he says, all he wants to
do is lo preserve the right of the soldier to
vote. There is, however, something more
dangerous in the Bill. At this time when
conseription is almost upon us and men will
be congregated in various centres, the At-
torney (eneral seeks to say whether these
men shall remain enrolled upon certain
electoral rolls. There are many men who
are in the forces for home defence, and who
will never leave Australia, and who have
been on home defence duties for nearly two
years. The homes of many of these men
have been moved to the places where they
are now doing military work, and the old
homes have Leen broken up. Surely the
wives and daughters of these men are en-
titled to be enrtolled for the places where
they are now living. As to the men, the
Attorney General says that they are to re-
main on their original rolls until discharged
from the forees, and that in cases where they
have absolutely moved their places of ahode
to new centres and have no intention of re-
turning to the old centres, they are to be
forced to have their names retained upon the
roll for the 0ld centre. This Bill means to all
intents and purposes that these men are ta
be denied the right to vote. Instead of our
soldiers being given fewer privileges, they
should he given more. 1f it is brought under
the notice of the men who are now congre-
gated in big eamps that for the future they
will not have the right to transfer as they
desire, and that they are to have a disability
placed upon them which is not placed upon
any other man or woman in the State who
is 21, they will see how much the Govern-
ment are trying to put them out of court.
It the Bill is carried without the amendment
they will no longer Tetain the right of ordin-
ary citizens, A soldier should not be re-
moved from the rolls becanse he has enlisted
and left the State. That is all that hon.
members have asked for and all that the
soldiers want. But the principle introduced
into the Bill is dangerous. The asterisk
will be placed against the soldier’s name
whether he has left the State or remains
within it. The Attorney General’s remarks
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show the Bill to be unnecessary, exeept in-
sofar as it plaes the soldier under disa-
bilities. I hope the amendment will be car-
ried.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The bast place for
this Biil would be the waste paper basket.
The measure purports to be intended to give
soldiers better electoral facilities, but it
actually plaeces them in o worse position.
There is no need for special legislation for
soldiers, who should be treated as, and have
the same rights as, other Australian citizens.
1 can understand the desire to give soldiers
the right to vote, even when out of the
State, though that is impracticable. Bauf,
without this amendment, the soldier will be
treated as inferior to the ordinary ecitizen
of Australia. The Attorney General should
realize the soldier’s absoluie right to a vote
for the distriet in which he resides. Thous-
ands of men who have enlisted will never
return to the district in which they resided
at the time of enlistment. The restriction
under this clause is absolutely unwarranted,
and to the soldier it is utterly unjust. 1
trust the Attorney General will gither ac-
cept the amendment or withdraw the Bill,
preferably the latier.

Mr. WALKER: From what I have heard
since moving the amendment, I have gath-
ered that there is objection taken by the
Government to letting it pass. The ground
of objection is that some inconvenience will
be occasioned to the Klectoral Department.
In no other respect can T possibly see what
difference the amendment makes to the ordin-
ary counrse of things under the Electoral
Act. As it stands, the clanse prevents a
soldier from registering in the distriet in
which he lives and for which he is qualified
to register. So far, no one with a desire
to help the soldier has ever thought of
hobbling him in that fashion. To give an
instance: on my own farm at Trayning T
have had three or four men employed, whe
have gone to the war. These three or four
men could not return to my place. In all
probability they will not see Trayning again,
though ¥ certainly hope they will come back
to this State. However, so long as they
remain soldiers they will be unable to regis-
ter for any other distriet whatsoever. They
will be debarred from a right which every
other eitizen of the State has. Why this
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distinetion agamst the soldier? I guarzntee
that hon. members sitéing opposite know of
case affer case of the same kind. Are re-
turned soldiers in hospital to be unable to
obtain a vote exeept for a distriet in which
they may have lost all interest, of which
they may have lost practically all know-
ledge?

The Attorney General: For what district
would you suggest they should apply?

My, WALKER: For the distriet for
which they are qualified by residence.

The Altorney General: Suppose they are
not residing in any place?

Mr. WALKER: Do not the soldiers re-
side at the camp?

The Attorney General: That, then, is your
amendment %

Mr., WALKER: Undoubtedly it is my
amendment.

The Attorney General: And you want to
have all the men in ecamp enrolled for the
electoral distriet in which the eamp 1is situ-
ated?

Mr. WALKER: Is not that done with all
other classes of citizens?

The Attorney General: No,

Mr. WALKER: Are not the men work-
ing on the Trans-Australian Railway regis-
tered for that distriet?

The Attorney General: But they are
really living there.

Mr. WALKER: The spot in which they
live alters in the course of a tew months by
hundreds of miles.

Mr. Bolton: The wives and families of
those men live in Fremantle, and the men’s
hotes are there now.

Mr. WALKER :  Undoubtedly. The
workers on the Trans-Australian Railway
live in camps and tents exactly in the same
way 53 lhe soldiers at Blackboy. The Elec-
toral Aect says that after one has qualified
by residence for a certain time at a certain
place——

The Attorney General: But you do not
call that residence?

Mr. WALKER: There is no other defini-
tion of residence.

The Attorney (General:
home every week.

Mr. WALKER: They do not.

The soldiers go
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The Minister for Railways: A lot of them
do.

Mr. WALKER: Their other residence is
lost. What becomes of the men who left
my farm and spent six months bere in the
metropolitan area?

The Attorney General: They are making
good soliliers.

AMr. WALKER: Undoubtedly; but is not
that evading the question?

The Altorney General: They are on your
roll.  What roll would you put them on?

Mr. WALKER: On the roll to which
they are entitled, under the Electoral Aect,
to elaim by residence,

Mr. Allen: "'Suppose the soldiers were
shifted from Blackboy to Claremont after
six weeks?

Mr. WALKER: Do they reside in Clare-
mont for the requisite time? Are not citi-
zens always changing their places of resi-
dence?

Mr. Aflen: Not every six weeks.

Mr. WALKER: Is not that one of the
diffieulties of compilation under the Elee-
toral Aet? TIs it not one of the chief eauses
of discontent 1o the officers in compiling
the roli 2

Mr. Allen: We do not want to encourage
that sort of thing.

Mr. WALKER: The member for West
Perth (Mr. Allen) is entitled to a new elee-
toral registration every time he removes his
residence. Why should not the soldier have
the same right{

The Attorney Ceoeral: You wonld make
politicians of our soldiers.

Mr. WALKER: Some of them would
make better politicians than bon. members
sitting opposite. Is not that a glorious ex-
pression of the Attorney General? T wonld
make every citizen interested in the govern-
ment of the country, and in the affairs of
the State, and I would make every soldier
inferested in shaping the destinies of the
country for which he is fighting.

The Attorney General: They can do that
in their own electorate.

Mr. WALKER: No; they cannot. The
soldiers have a right to be bound and gov-
erned hy the law that hinds and governs
every other eitizen of the State. If a man,
by inadvertence, allows his name to be re-
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tained on the roll of a distriet in which he
no longer resides, he ean be vbjected to and
disqualified, afier three months’ absence
from the district. That is quite right, be-
cause we require 0 know where the seals
of political power are throughout the State.
The Bill is ostensibly to continue the rights
of soldiers as citizens,

The Attorney General: To preserve their
rights.

Mr. WALKER: In reality it is a Bill to
deprive soldiers of Lhe righi to vote. We
have sent soldiers from every organisation
for the well-being of the State, and the
Attorney General says, “Make them politi-
cians,” as if that were a degradation of the
soldier. He is a soldier because he is a
citizen, he is a soldier because he loves the
laws of the State and the welfare of the
State, and because he has an interest in the
progress and in the stability of the State.
That is what has sent all our volunteers to
the front to fight for our institutions, our
privileges, and our rights in this part of
the Empire. And the hon. memher sneers
at me for desiring to preserve to them the
rights which every such citizen enjoys. I
cannot understand, after the platform fire-
works which have gone on, that the hon.
member should faither a Bill like this which
makes an absolute farce of the FKlectoral
Act.

The Attorney General:
it a farce.

Mr. WALKER: T do not value the hon.
member’s opinion one iota. It is a farce
becanse it gives to certain people of the
State certain rights and privileges, and the
very opposite to soldiers, whilst attempting
to put all on an equal footing. I trust the
Commitlee will not consent to allow the
measure to go through without the amend-
ments which have been proposed.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The Aitorney
General has raised only one argument and
he fears that if we extend to the soldier the
right to transfer, when a eamp is created
say at Buonbuey, all soldiers who are trans-
ferred to Bunbury will be enrolled for that
place, and, when there is an election, such
transfers will have an undesirable influence
there. In other words, the transferred sol-
diers will not bhe genunine residents there. I

You are making
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am prepared to admit thal if that were
likely to happen it would be undesirable,
but I do not think it is likely to oceur. I
do not believe that any political body would
stoop to that sort of thing. and certainly
soldiers would not be a party to it. Be-
canse the hon. member fears that which is
nol likely to oceur, he will be doing an in-
jury to others who are genuinely transfer-
ring to other electorates. For instance, on
the Trans-Anstralian Railway there were
hundreds of men employed who are now in
camp. They were electors on that line and
they bave no intention whatever of going
back. Therefore, they were not genuine
residents there. Owing to the Electoral Aect
they were compelled to enfranchise them-
selves for the Kanowna electorate, which
embraces the country through which the
railway line is bheing constructed. It is
possible also that at the time they were there
their homes were at Fremantle. Under the
Bill, we would compel them to remain elec-
tors at Kanowna. What we want to do is
to give the man who at the time of enlisting
was resident on the route of the Trans-Aus-
tralian railway, the right to transfer to the
electorate where his people are.  Quite a
number, perhaps thousands, have enlisted
from different parts of the State remote
from the city. For instance, men may have
come from Broome or Wyndham, broken up
their homes there and gone into camp. Their
wives and families have perhaps come to
reside in the metropolitan area. Under the
Flectaral Act, the wife wonld be compelled
to register in the electorate in which her
new home was situated, while the husband
wonld remain on the roll of the distriet from
which he had eome. The injustice ean read-
tlv be admitted.

Mr. Nairn: That happens now.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Tt does not.

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minijs-
ter) : Where does the hardship come in if a
man has his name on the roll of, say, Kim-
berley instead of Perth?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Why should we
not give a soldier the same right as anvone
else? It seems to me that instead of doing
something for the soldier we are taking
something from him. The Bill will not be of
any value if we do not amend it in the dir-
ection which has been snggested. The only
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way in which we can make it of value is, if
the soldier desires to transfer, he should
have the right to transfer when he re-estab-
lishes his home in another electorate. A
great injustice would be done if all soldiers
at Blackboy regisiered for the Guildford
eleclorate. That has not oceurred, and it is
not likely to oceur. The only men who lLave
enrolled from Blaeckboy are chiefly the offi-
cers and those permanently domiciled there.
The Attorney General will know that very
few were registered for the Belmont camp
during the recent election. Both political
parties made attempts to get soldiers to en-
rol, but the number enrolled was very few
indeed. Qur experience lo-day is that the
soldier does not respond to overtures of that
descriptiion.

Mr. NAIRN: I am seeking information
in this matter because no one desires to do
an injury to soldiers, It is unfortunate that
the member for Kanowna did not approach
the question without, as usual, making in-
nuendoes. This is a fair and honest attempt
to preserve to the soldier his ecitizen rights.

Mr. Bolion: I =ay it is not; and that is not
an innuendo.

Mr. NAIRN: OQur present Act makes it
compulsery for a person residing in an elec-
torate and who removes to another electorate
to, within one month or immediately after-
wards, enrol in the constituency to whieh
he has removed. We will either compel a
suldier to enrol in a new electorale, or we
give him the alternative of being enrolled
in two.

Mr. W. D. Jobnson: No.

Mr. NAIRN: We give him the choice of
two constituencies.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: That is not so.

Mr. NAIRN: It seems to me that the sol-
dier will get a privilege which no other eiti-
7en enjoys.

Mr. Tnderwood: Drop the Bill altogether,
and that will get over the diffienlty.

Mr. NAIRN: This is an honest attempt to
retain to the soldier an interest in the place
to whieh in all probability be will return.
No opportunity should be given politicians
to intrude their opinions into soldiers’ camps.
If you do so you will have men of every
party usiog their influence and exciting the
men in regard to political issues. This Bill
makes it clear that a soldier shall retain his
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interest in the constituency in which he re-
sides. The present electoral Act, I way
point out, separales man and wife, provid-
ing they do not live in the same constilu-
ency. How many thousands of men are
earning their living in the eity while their
families reside elsewhere? The propoesal
contained in the amendment would defeat
the ends of the Bill, and would not in any
way bestow favour on the soldier.

Mr. W, D. Johnson: It is not a matter of
favour, bui of right.

Mr. NAIRN: And at the same time, the
amendment wounld give an oportunity for
political action to members of every party.

Mr. W._ D. Johnson: It wonld do nothing
of the kind,

Mr. Walker: That is where your innu-
endo comes in.

Mr. NAIRN: The hon. member unfortu-
nately has a monopoly of innuendo.

The PREMIER: I trust the Committee
will not be carried away by the fireworks of
the member for Kanowna (Mr. Walker).
Ii is evident that the hon. member bhas not
kept himself in touch with the guestion, he
never does. Tle accuses the Government of
trying to do something, and in great indig-
nation asks what interest a returned soldier
conld have in the distriet in which the hon.
wmember’s farm is situated. Sopposing a
returned soldier is in the base hospital at
Fremantle, Where would his interests lie?
Would they be around the base hospital, or
would they rather be in the hon. member’s
farm where he had formerly resided for a
vear or two? That is where the loeal know-
ledge comes in which the hon. member says
a mman should have in order to be entitled to
the franchise. The foundation, the funda-
menial prineiple, of the Electoral Act is
that a man shall vote where he is domieiled;
in other words, where his home is. With
the exception of hon. members of both
Houses and their wives, every man in the
State must, under the Electoral Aet, vote in
the electorate in which they dwell.

Member: Now there comes in the argu-
ment abont the Transcontinental railway.

The PREMTER : The domicile of a soldier
is where his home is, and it is not right that
he should be compelled to change his elec-
torate merely because he goes into camp. If
his wife and family reside in Perth, Perth

527

is his domicile, and be would not be struek
off the roll for Perth. It must be remem-
bered that soldiers are called up, or else
they volunteer, for active service; they are
sent to Blackboy Hill and after being there
a few weeks may be removed to Bunbury or
Rockingham, and then brought back again
to Blackboy Hill. Are they going to take
the trouble to apply for an alteration of
their electorate every time they have to shift
camp? They do not go to these different
places of their own volition, but under
orders; they are given orders and they are
bound to obey.

Member: So are the men on the Trans-
conlinental railway.

Mr. Thomson: But there is this difference,
that the men on the Trans-continental raii-
way may leave if they so desire,

I'he PREMIER: Hon. members opposite
have shown the cloven hoof properly in this
matler, They want the right to go into mili-
tary eamps and persuade large numbers of
soldiers to be enrolled for the elecforate in
which they are camped for the time being.
The Government would be pleased to have
polities exeluded when it is a question of
our soldiers on active service.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Soldiers are above
that sort of thing; you should not cast re-
flections on them,

The PREMIER: You have quite enough
to do to look after yourself in that regard;
I can hehave myself, the hon. member ean-
not.

Mr. Walker: That is an example of the
calm, deliberate language you say should be
used in this House.

The PREMIER: It is not the heroies of
my hon. friend opposite who raises hig voice
in violent indignation and claims that the
Government®s desirous of deing an injustice
to our soldiers, that we wish to disfranechise
thems. He would fear the heavens asunder
if he had the power in order to do justice to
those men. But what is the true position?
We want to preserve the rights of soldiers.

)r. Underwood: You want to resirict the
soldiers. .

The PREMIER: T should like to restriet
the hon. member.

Mr. Underwood: I know you would, but
vyou cannot, any more than you can restrict
the soldiers.
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The PREMIER: We desire to retain for
the soldier all the privileges he enjoyed pre-
vious to enlisting. We want to preserve
those rights during the time he is away on
active serviee, and uniil after he has com-
pleted his aetive serviee, he returns fo this
country., Hon, members opposite suggest
that this Bill might be Lhrown into the waste
paper basket. What would be the position
then ?—that those of our soldiers now in
camp wonld probably be disfranchised alto-
gether, because it might be said that as they
had been away from their distriet for three
months their names should be struek off
the roll.

AMr. Carpenter: Is that being done now?
1t is not, and you know it.

The PREMIER: I can quite realise it
wonld be possible under the amendment for
a hundred new electors to be put on the roll
for the hon. member's district about eleetion
time. I say there is an absolute danger of
our soldiers being disfranchised altogether
if the amendment be passed. It would be a
very easy matter for them to be disfran-
chised even though they were still in their
own country in camp. The party to which
lion. members opposite belong never misses
an opportunity for enrolling any one
thought to be a supporter; that has been in
evidence. The member for Guildford (Mr.
W. D. Johnson) or some one else on the
other side referred to the Canning election
in this eonection. Beyond doubt, a eonsider-
able number of soldiers were enrvolled for
Canning, something like 150, and if the elee-
tion had occurred six weeks later it is quite
possible the Lahour party would have added
800 names.

Mr. W. D. Johoson:
names,

The PREMIER: That is s I tepeat
that the proposal in the amendment would
encourage politieal turmoil. I do not want
to see anvthing of that sort. There is an-
other aspect. Camps are being established
at Geraldton, Bunbury, Guildford, Albany,
and Northam——

Mr. Bolton: Is there to he a camp at
Northam? That probably explains ihe Bill.

The PREMIER: And around the metro-
politan area. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment is calling up men for home service, and
we shall shortly have thousands of men in

Both sides added
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camp. Do hon. members opposite wish to
upset the franchise of the whole of those
men?

Mr. Walker: Certainly not.

Mr. Bolton: Your Bill does that.

The PREMIER: It does not. The Bill
preserves their right to vote. Can a military
eam) be called a home?

Mr. Bolton: Yes.

The PREMIER: It cannot. The soldiers
themselves come away from camp to their
homes at every opportunity. The place in
which their lome is situated is the place
where their inferests lie. When a soldier
goes on active service, he is here to-day and
gone 1o another place to-morrow.

Mr. Waiker: He is one of the nomads you
speak of.

The PREMIER: He is a nomad.

Mr. Walker: Then le has no right to a
vote.

The PREMIER: The purpose of this Bill
is to retain for those men all their rights as
electors,

Mr. Underwood: You are robbing thew
of those rights.

The PREMIER: During the period
between enlistment and discharge, we
Preserve to the soldier all the rights
he had prior to enlisting, If the Bill
is not passed, all these men will he
disfranchised. We are doing these sol-
diers a good turn by introducing the Bill
but our opponents are to be condemned for
seeking to insert amendments that would
upset the whole principle of our Electoral
Act, which is that a man shall vote where
he has his domicile and his interests. Under
the Bill, if there should be an election in a
soldier's electorate on the day he returns to
it, he will be free to vote at that election,
for the Bill preserves his right as an elector.
I hope the Bill will be passed as an act of
Justice to our brave hoys on military ser-
vice.

Mr. MUNSIE: According to the Attorney
(eneral, it does not matter how long a man
may be away on aclive serviee, he will on
return be entitled to vote for the electorate
in which he is enrolled. Except in regard
to the returned soldier and the man who has
enlisted for home service, and is residing
in a new district, I do not see much hard-
ship in the Bill. If ihe Bill be passed with-
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out amendment, the man who, because of his
military employment on home service is re-
siding in @ new district, will have to vote
for his old district, notwithsianding that be
is permanently established in anoiher dis-
trict. [ think the Attorney General should
accept some amendment to provide for re-
turned soidiers who have not gone back to
their original distriets. I know of one man
who returned wijth the first home-coming
troopship, and who bas not yet been dis-
charged. His permanent home to-day is in
Perth, and he should ke given a vote for
bis new electorate, irrespective of whether
or not he is discharged. Certainly we want
some Bill. I _understand that definite in-
struetions were issued by the Electoral De-
partment that soldiers names were not to
be struck off the rolls, notwithstanding whic'
they have been and are being struck off.
In any case, under the existing law if a man
has been away from his electorate for more
than three months he could not vote, even
though his name still remained on the roll.
The Attorney General should make provi-
sion for returned soldiers and for men en-
listed for home service. As for the men
enlisted in the usnal way, I think it wonld
be decidedly wrong to afford opportunity for
the transference of a considerable number of
voters from the country distriets merely be-
cause they have joined the military forces
and are living temporarily in the metropoli-
tan area. It would be inadvisable to allow
an immense number of men to transfer from
country rolls, particularly in view of the
face that we are likely to get a Redistribu-
‘tion of Seats Bill based on the condition of
the rolla.

Mr. BOLTON: The Premier says the
camp is not a man’s domicile. Take the case
of a soldier who reaches his 21st brthday
while in camp. For which distriet is he to
enrol—that in which the ecamp is situated
or the district he came from?

The Attorney General: In that respect,
T propose to agree to an amendment of
which notice has been given by the member
for Guildford (Mr. W. D. Jobhnson).

Mr. BOLTON: T know of two men who.
having secured work at the Naval Base, took
their wives and families te reside at South
Fremantle. After two months down there
hoth the men enlisted. The name of one
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of them still remains on the Northam roll
yet he bhas definitely and perwanently shifted
his home to South Fremantle, where his wife
is now residing.

The Attorney General: That man conld
iransfer under Clause 2.

dr. BOLTON: If I could be sure of
that, my opposition to the Bill would cease.
The clause states definitely that he shall be
deemed to continne to reside in the Nor-
tham district. Yet unguestionably his home
to-day, like that of the other man, it at South
Fremanile. Most certainly he should have
the right to transfer, because in all prob-
ability he will never go back to Northam,
the distriet for which he is enrolled. Take
the case of another man, an elector of Men-
znes, whose wife, for health reasons, bas
been living at Fremantle for the past three
yvears. That man is in camp to-day and is
to go away this week, yet his name is to
be retained on the Menzies roll.

The Attorney General: I am convinced
that the cases you have mentioned are cov-
ered by Clanse 2.

Mr. BOLTON: T wish I could see how
the clause applies fo those cases.

The Attorney General: I am assuming
that ithe amendment of the member for
Guildford (Mr. W. D. Johnson) is made.

Mr. W, D. Johnson: If it ig, yon musd
then tub out Subclause 1.

Mr. CARPENTER: It is arguable
whether it is desirable for men in camps
to transfer, for the time being, to that par-
ticular loeality. I want to emphasise ilhe
case of a returned soldier who has been for
12 months or more in the base hospital, and
for 12 months or more away from the dis-
trict which he left when he enlisted, and
who, under this Bill, would still be com-
pelled to keep his name on the roll for the
district which he left two years ago, and
to which he does not intend returning,

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : How do yoa know he intends to live
in the distriet in whiek the base hospital is
located?

Mr. CARPENTER: He is there to-day
and is likely to remain there for the next
six months. There is no argument in the
sneer of the Premier that because the base
hospital happens to be in Fremantle I am
trying to get some advantage for the men
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who are there. 1 have come in contact with
these men because they are there, and be-
canse I have visited them to see how they
were geiting on. The men who have perma-
nent homes and who are in the hospital will
not enrol for Fremantle. When appealed to
by the officer a few months age they praetic-
ally all stated their desire to remain on the
rolls for the places at which their homes
were. The single men, however, who have
left their old districts to enlist, and who
will for many months to come be invalided
at either the base hospital, the barracks, or
the convalescent home, have no domieile at
all other than that at which they are now
living. The Premier says a man can only
be enrolled for the place where be is domi-
ciled. These men are domiciled at these
convalescent centres and will be domiciled
there for some time to come. They have ne
other home.

The Attorney General: Wonld a man be
domiciled in a camp?

Mr. CARPENTER: That is open fo gues-
tion. The Bill is doing a serious injustice
to the returned soldier who is now in the
convalescent home or base hospital,

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis
ter): Do you think youn are conferring a
greater Privilege upon them by giving them
the franchise for Fremantle instead of for
say, Kanowna?

Mr. CARPENTER: It is not a question
of privilege, for the men have a right which
no Government should take from them.

The Attorney General: You do not sug-
gest that a man js disfranchised now that
he is in the base hospital?

Myr. CARPENTER: Practically he is.

The Attorney General: Why? He would
be on the roll for, say, Kanowna, or Tood-
yay.

Mr. CARPENTER: But he has no fur-
ther interest in that part of the State. He
says so.

Mr. Walker: Give him the right to de-
cide.

Mr. CARPENTER: Who has the righi
to tell him what he must do? T hope the
Committee will see that this injustice is noi
done.

Mr. FOLEY: The Bill is unnecessary in
its present form. Soldiers do not want any
privileges, only their rights. Tnder the
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present condilions, if a man leaves ihe elec-
torate for which he is enrolled, and is away
from it for one month, he has a right to
transfer; but if he is away from it for three
menths, according to the Electoral Aect, he
must transfer or else is disfranchised alto-
gether. Under lhe present Act a soldier is
domiciled in Blackboy, becaunse he lives tbere
and has no other domieile.

Mr. Nairn: He has the choice of two.

My, FOLEY: He has not.

Mr. Nairn: Anyone bas that privilege
afler threc months.

Mr. FOLEY: 1If a man comes down from
l.evnora and goes into camp at Blackboy,
he has after a month the right to transfer.
1f be is away from Leonora for three months
in the ALF.,, and does not transfer, he is
then disfranchised. This clause does not give
any other guarantee. The Attorney General
says he wants to place the soldiers above
politics.

Mr. Nairn: He said he wants (o place
ecamps ontside political inftuence.

Mr. FOLEY: He said that soldiers should
be placed right above polities altogether.
How is he going to do that? He counld do
it by a system of militarism such as obtains
in other eountries, but I am positive he does
not wish to do that.

The Attorney General: Certainly not.

Mr., FOLEY: Then what will he do?

The Atterney General: Cut out the word
“above.”

Mr. FOLEY: The Attorney General must
do that himself.

The Attorney General: Say “outside of.”
They should have nolhing to do with it.

Mr. FOLEY : He said that soldiers should
be above politics. We want to discuss this
question in a broad-minded manner, and
do not need such references as the Premier
made to the member for Fremantle (Mr. Car-
penter}. A soldier has no other domicile
in the State than the ecamp in which he is
living. 1n many cases his camp is better
than that which he left in the country, where
he enjoyed the ordinary rights of ecilizens.
We do not want to take away something
from the soldier, when it is apparently the
intention of the Government to give him
something. If a man has been living in the
hospital for two years, and has his family
in the reighbourhood, I contend that he
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knows more about that pariicular electorate
than he does aboui the yne which he left two
years before. .

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 p.m.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: .1 am al-
ways prepared to listen in a reasonable way
to reasonable ¢rilieisms, as it is a Minister’s
duty to do; but | am oot prepared lo listen
to arguments pul forward in a dictatorial,
dogmatie, and abusive fashion, sinece they
prove nothing., ‘Che arguments of the mewm-
ber for Hannans {(Mr. Munsie) have ap-
pealed to me as being reasonable. [ agree
that it is desirable to make some provision
in this measure to deal with the returned sol-
dier, who may continue on service, so to
speak, for iwo years after his return, and
thus, under this clanse as it stands, would
not be able to obtain a vote during that
period except for the district from which
he enlisted. T have an amendment in ae-
cordance with the suggestion of the member
for Hannans, which amendwment [ would he
prepared to move if the amendment sug-
gesled by the other side was withdrawn. My
amendment would, T think, meet the cases
put forward by the members for South Fre-
manile (Mr. Bolton), and Fremantle (Mr.
Carpenler), and the leader of the Opposi-
tion (Mr. W. D. .Johnson).

Mr. W, D. Johnson: ¥ do not think so;
but I am prepared to take haif a loaf if I
cannot get the whole loaf.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt s
merely a question of what is reasonable. 1
would sugzest the addition of a proviso to
the effect that a returned soldier who has
bona fide changed his domicile to another
electoral district, and has oiherwise complied
with the provisions of the principal Aet,
may claim 1o he transferred to such other
electoral distriet. That proviso would cover
the ground of all members who have spoken
other than the member for Kanowna (Mr.
Walker}). After listening to the debate, 1
have come to the conclusion that members
generally consider the conteniion of the
member for Kanowna, that the camps in
which soldiers are frained should be econ-
sidered as their domicile, is wrong; and 1
do not think 1 need take up the time of the
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(‘ommittee in combating the hon. member’s
arguments.

Mr. Carpenter: The word “domicile” has
vAariols reanings.

The ATTUORNEY GENERAL: 1t bas a
well-defined meaning.

Mr, Walker: How do you define it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
bher for Kanowna kpows perfectly well,

Mr. Walker: Do not be rude. I ask a
civil juestion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 wonld
say thal the domicile of a man is the place
where he or his family lives.

Yir. Walker: That is rather vague.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The word
“live™ is not vague, because it is the word
osed in (he principal Aet. The last Elee-
toral Act used the word “reside,” which
caused some [rouble, and therefore was al-
tered to “live” Where a man is living, in
the ordinary acceptation of the term, he
should be domiciled; unless he is living there
merely temporarily, like a soldier in camp,
or a man on a visit to a place for a month's
change.

ilr. Hudson: The qualification of an elec-
tor is that he has resided for a certain per-
iod in the district for which he claims to he
enrolled. The principal Act uses the word
“reside” right through; your Bill uses the
word “live.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
object to the word “reside.” I myself would
prefer that word to “live” But I saw the
word “live” in the other statute, and that is
why I use it here.

The CHAIRMAN: The word “reside” is
used in the existing Electoral Aet.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
word “domicile’” is not elear to hon. mem-
bers, T do not object to its being replaced
by the word “residence.” I am perfeetly
sure [ ¢an point out the word “live” in the
principal Act, because I saw it there a few
days ago. I would be quite satisfied to sub-
stitute the word “residence” for “domicile.”

Mr. Smith: Your amendment only applies
to returned soldiers.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Mr. Smith: What about the soldier who
has just gone into camp and shifta his resi-
dence?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We can-
not provide a statute for everybody. If
a map is going to shift his residence befor:
he goes into camp, that can be done, and
his people can apply for enrolment unde:
the principal Aect.

Mr. Walker: Leave out the word “re-
turned” bLefore.“soldier” and I will support
you.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ob-
jeet of the Bill is to do what it says, namely,
preserve the franchise of the electors who
are on service. The amendment of the mem-
ber for Kanowna will entirely nullify the
effect that I bave in my mind in bringing
forward this Bill, and, to use his own words,
it would give the opportunity to electors
who were soldiers in a camp to qualify for
and apply for registration for the particular
district where that eamp was. When I said
I thought polities and war should not be
mixed up, I did not in any way, as suog-
gested by the member for Kanowna, snee:
at the soldiers. I think that when a man be-
comes a soldier he should forget politics and
should not take one side or the other. We
do not want to deprive him of any of his
rights, and under the law as it exists to-day.
when a soldier goes from the constituency
where he resides for a period beyond three
months, his name iz liable to be struck off
the roll. By a departmental regulation,
which is simply an act of administration,
the name is not now struck off. In the striet
letter of the law, however, it should be
struck off. The Bill will provide that the
name shall remain on the roll as a matter
of right, in the constituency the soldier
comes from.

Mr. WALKER: T would willingly com-
ply with the request of the Attorney General
if he would make one alteration, and that
is to provide that it should apply to other
than “returned” soldiers. There 15 an invid-
ious distinetion there that I think is not jus-
tified. The member for North Perth (Mr.
Smith} pointed out cases where an injus-
tice would be done by making such a dis-
tinetion, It will be remembered that we
passed a measure in this Chamber, and it
became law, preserving the civil rights of
those who went to the front. What has been
pictured as likely to oceur has already been
prevented and will always be prevented by
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military diseipline. I remember whilst pre-
liminaries were going on, in antieipation of
a general election a little while ago, there
were certain political agents who were
anxious to get into Blackboy eamp and carry
on wholesale cenvassing. They were, how-
ever, stopped, not by the civil authorities,
but by the Defence Department. When a
man enlists he should not lose any right
he had the day before he enlisted. His
rights should be preserved to him all tke
way throngh his service, and if we are anxi-
ous to do that, we must give him the right
that every other citizen has. If we allow
every soldier, who has bona fide changed his
residence, to make a claim to be registered
on the roll for his new constituency, we shall
preserve to him his rights and keep him on
the same level as other citizens. If the pro-
posal is confined to returned soldiers, what
beecomes of all those who have never been
sent on active service? I know men at Black-
boy whose homes are in Perth, and there
are many people who have been om active
service as citizen soldiers. They are in the
gervice, and they bave as much right as any
other person to be placed on the roll in the
place where they have made permanent
homes.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T regret
that I eannot fall in with the view of the
hon, memher. If I did it would mean that
residence in camp for a month would be a
qualification for enrolment. I shall again
confer with the Solicitor General on the
subject, and if he does not agree with the
view I take, T will see that an alteration is
made in another place. The first paragraph
deals with 8 man who is already on the
roll, while the second paragraph deals with
a man not on the roll, but who is entitled
to be there. Is that clear?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: That is so, Para-
graph 2, as the hon. member has told us,
provides for the man who has a right to en-
rolment if his name is not already on the
roll, but only to enrolment for the distriet
in which lie resided imunediately preeeding
enlisiment. That is the injustice of it.
Some of these camps exist for a long while,
unfortunately too long, and we may expect
from experience, so far as Blaekboy is eon-
cerned, there would he few applieations for
transfer. Few of the persons enrolled at
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Guildford reside at Blackboy, although there
have heen thousands of soldiers there at
times. We have also had experience that
both political parfies atlempted to secure
the enrolment of men in camp during the
Canning election, That is why I said just
now that the Premier was unfair in stating
the amendment was desired for politieal
party purposes. The amendment suggested
by the hon. member for Hannans (Mr.
Munsie), which has been accepted by the
Attorney General, has been so accepted
mercly beeause it is a half measure, I will
explain to him how it is a balf measure.
On the Transcontinental railway it has hap-
pened that wuny men are engaged who have
their permanent homes in Perth, but they
have been compelled to become enrolled for
the Kanowna electorate.

The Attorney General: That is very ques.
tionable.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Seeing that they
will have resided more than three months
outside ihe metropolitan area, unless they
enrol at Kanowna they must become dis-
franchised.

The PPremier: No.

Me. W. D. JOHNSON: What is the use
of the Premier trying to mislead the Commit-
tee in that way? Aeccording to my reading
of the Elecloral Aet it says distinetly that
those men must transfer afier they have
been three months out of the electorate in
whicl: they are enrolled.

The Attorney General: But their perma-
nent residence is still in Perth.

Mr. W. D. JOENSON: The position then
is that a man is compelled to enrol for Kan-
owna; he enlists from the Trans-Australian
railway, and under this Bill and also under
the hon. member’s proposed amendment,
that man, who enlisted in the Kanowna
electorate, would be compelled to retain his
vote for Kanowna while his home is in the
metropolitan area. That is not fair. Take
the point raised just now by the member
for Kanowna. A man is transferred from
one portion of the State to another after en-
listruent, and ultimately becomes practically
a permanent resident in a particular camp.
He brings lis family to the metroplitan
area. His home is undoubtedly changed,
and his wife would he compelled to change
her name from the roll she was previously
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vn to the new roll. But the husband would
be compelled to reiain his name on the old
rolt. There you have separation of man and
wife. All that is asked in the amendment
i3 that the Attorney General shall take a
broad view and treat the soldiers on active
service fairly. The Aitorney General has
got tbhe idea inlo bis head that this is a
loaded amendment, iniroduced for the pur-
pose of enabling wen immediately they go
into camp (o transfer their names. I can
assure Lim that the men have no desire to do
that. | do not think soldiers would be a
party to applying for transfers from an
uiterior moiive. I appeal to the hon. mem-
ber to take a broader view of this question.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
leader of the Opposition has quoted the case
of a man whose home is in Perth and who
goes to work on the Transconlinental rail-
way, and argued that although he is only
there temporarily he is bound to register for
the district in which the railway is. Sub-
section 2 of Section 17 of the Electoral Act
reads—

For the purposes of this Aet a person
shall be deemed to have resided within the
distriet wherein be has his usual place of
abode, nolwithstanding his oecasional ab-
sence from such distriet,

A man whose home is in Perth and who
works on a shiffing railway eannot be said
to have changed his place of residence. It
is admitted that possibly such man may have
a preference for enrolment on a particalar
roll. Some very nice distinetions have to be
drown under the Electoral Aect and it is
difficult at times io know what is the correct
inierpretation. The leader of the Opposi-
tion has roised an academic point. Take
the case of a man resident in Toodyay who
enlists. He is brought down first to Bel-
mant temporarily, then to Blackboy and
afterwards to Bunbury. Can it be said that
he is not still a bona fide resident of Tood-
vay?

AMr. W. D. Johnson: That is so,

AMr. Walker: No.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There yon
are; one agrees with me and the other does
not. It shows how diffienlt the point is to
decide.

Mr. Foley: Take tbe case which recently
occurred at Coolgardie, in which men shifted
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Just over the boundary of one electorate
into another, and the point was taken that
they were not entitled to voie in ¢he Cool-
gardie district.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That was
not a temporary residence, A man submits
his qualification when he makes an electoral
claim and states that he resides in a eer-
tain place. He bases his claim on the place
‘of residence given and he is not entitled to
vote in a distriet if his residence is over the
boundary. In the case quoted, in my opin-
ion the Electoral Registrar took a very fair
course, inasmuch as every faeility was
afforded these men of discovering in which
eleclorate they resided. T have not heard
anyone say that there was anything wrong
about that.

Mr. Walker; Take the case of a man who
lives in Perth and goes to work on the Trans-
continental railway. He remains there two
or three years, and visits Perth only on an
oceasional holiday—where does he live?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: His domi-
cile is Perth.

Me. Walker: Is it not a fact that the man
in sueh circumstanees would be illegally en-
rolled for Perth?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He does
not reside at any one point on the trans-
continental railway for longer than a week.

Mr, Walker: But he may be all the time in
one constitueney,

Mr. Boliten: He would have been out of
Perth for longer than three months.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: These
points might be taken as they arise. There
are several problems in connection with the
Franehise Bill, but I do not propose saying
anyvthing farther on it at this stage.

Mr. WALKER: 1 would sooner the Bill
were wilhdrawn than that the amendment in
its suggested form should be carried. T re-
peat, that under the provisions of this elause
soldiers will be restricted insofar as the
franchise is concerned. Under the suggested
amendment those 3oldiers who, thongh on
active service and have their homes here,
bkave never gone to the Front would be
practically disfranchised except they were
enrolled in districts in which they bona fide
resided. I am desirous of accepting the
amendmenl as a compromise, providing we
eliminate the one word objected to. I hope
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the Attorney General will not take up an
unreasonable attitude.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. . .. 13
Noes .. - . .. 19
Majority against .. 6
AYES.
Mr. Carpentor Mr, Taylor
Mr. Chesson Mr. Thomas
Mt. Foley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. W. D. Johnsen Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mpr. Mullany Mr. Bolten
Mr. O'Loghlen (Taller.)
NoEes.
Mr. Allen Mr, Munsie
Mr. Butcher Mr. Nalrn
Mr. Connolly Mr. Plesse
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Robinson
Mr. George Mr. Smith
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr, Harrison Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Letroy Mr. Mala
Mr. Mlitchell {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL:
an amendment—

That the following be added to Sub-
clause 2:—*“Provided that a returned sol-
dier, who has bona fide changed his res:i-
dence to another electoral district, and has
otherwise complied with the provisions of
the principal det, may claim to be trans-
ferred to such electoral district”
Amendment passed.

Mr. W, . JOENSON: I move an amend-
ment—
That in line 2 of Subclause 2 the words
“qi the commencemeni of such service
was” be struck out, and “is” inserted in
lieu.
The object is to allow any soldier who
reaches maturity after enlistment to be en-
rolled, although not qualified for enrolment
at the time of enlistment.
Amendment passed.
Mr. WALKER: 1 move an amendment—
That Subclause 5 be struck out and the
following inserted in leuw:—*(5) A per-
son on active service shall have the right
to wote al amy election in any province
or district for whick ke is enrolled.”

I move
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The placing of an asterisk against any
name on the roll will merely single out a
man as a soldier on active service. It is a
useless distinction. Of course it may be
of some value to the Electoral Department,
but surely it is not essential.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
is not an electorate in the State which

has net on its rolls the names of
many men who are serving with the
colours. There is always a diffienlty
about cleansing the 1rolls, a process

which is going on like an endless belt
from day to day. If in a large electorate
there are on the roll the names of 1,000 sol-
diers, what a diffienlty presents itself to the
electoral registrar! It is to meef this that
provision is made for the asterisk, which
will enable the registrar to see at a glance
that certain men are soldiers, The sugges-
tion is not mine; it came from the Electoral
Department. And, apart altogether from
the simplification of the rolls, it is wise to
afford the registrar some means of keeping
tally of these names. Provision ought to
bhe made, perhaps by regulation, for the
tegistrar receiving notification of all deaths
in the community, and also, from the mili-
tary office, of all deaths among soldiers en-
rolled as electors. :

Mr. Walker: There is a provision of that
kind.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But it is
very difficult to carry it into effect. How-
ever, the clief aobject of the subelause is to
disiinguish those who are soldiers. In ad-
dition it will be of great advantage to the
returning officer, who very often has to use
a discrimination in the polling booth. Even
in Western Australia there bave been cases
of impersonation, and if we have an asterisk
against the names of soldiers it will prevent
all chance of impersonation in respect to
those names. Moreover, the asterisk will
effectually prevent a name being siruck off
the roll, which is, of eourse, one of the chief
objeets of the Bill. Inadvertently a few
names of soldiers have already been struck
oft. Many soldiers are struck off wrongly.
If these names had a star against them and
the officers’ report came in, these names
would remain,

Amendment put and negatived; the clause
as amended agreed to.

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

.

BILL—POSTPONEMENT OF DEBTS
CONTINUATION,

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [8.33] in moving the second reading
said: This is a Bill which is necessary in
order to extend the operations of the Post-
ponment of Debis Act which was passed on
22nd September, 1914. The main Act auth-
orised the Governor, on the advice of a
Royal Commission, to postpone the pay-
ment of all debts then due or acerning within
the period mentioned in such proclamation,
or it postponed any specified proportion of
such debts. There was a provision made
that in cases of hardship ereditors had the
right to appeal to a judge, or in the case of
an amount not exeeeding the jurisdiction of
the local court, namely, £100, to the local
magistrate. Up the present we have post-
poned only the debts of farmers who are in
receipt of assistance under the Industries
Assistance Act, whereby a scheme is pro-
vided for distributing their surplus assets
amongst their creditors. Hon. members will
agree with me that the result has been bene-
fictal. This Act expires on the 31st October,
and it must therefore be extended on that
date. The present Bill was drafted by my
predecessor in office and would have been
introduced by him had he been in power.
The sole ohject of the Bill is to extend the
term until the 31st September of next vear,
with power f{o the Governor, by proclama-
tion, in the meantime, as is the case in the
principal Act, fo put an end to it. The op-
portunity is being taken to remove the am-
biguity of the expression “debis of the
classes specified in the proclamation,” and
this has been done by inserting in Clause 2,
of this Bill, after the words “of the classes
specified” the fellowing words “or of per-
sons of the classes specified.” There are
many classes of debts, which I need hardly
take up the time of the House to explain,
because members know what they are for
themselves, But the debts of assisted farm-
ers under the Industries Assistance Act, it
was the intention of the House, should be
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decmed a class, inasmueh as there are stat-
utory provisions for their liquidation. The
proelamation so far issued under the, Post-
ponement of Debts Aet was only extended
to the debts of assisted farmers, which in
due course would be liquidated under the
provisions of the Aet. The necessity has
arisen for the smendment because the pro-
clamation was challeged by a ereditor of an
assited farmer on the ground Chat it was not
within the power of the Governor in Couneil
to postpone the debts of farmers whose af-
fairs were in liguidation under the Aect as
a class. The case was one which perhaps
hon. members may have heard of, namely,
that of Stoneham wersus Linahan. Mr. Jus-
tice Burnside held in Chambers that the pro-
clamation was valid. The c¢ase, however,
was carried fo appeal, and although the
Chief Jusiice agreed with Mr. Justice Burn-
side and held that the proclamation was
valid and that the debts of assisted farmers
whieh were sought to be postponed were a
class within the meaning of the Act, never-
theless the Chief Justice was overruled by
the other twe Judges, Mr. Justice Rooth
and Mr. Justice Northmore. This brought
about the peecnliar position that an outside
creditor can hold aloof and praectically force
the Government to pay him in full, in pre-
ference to the other ereditors, by the simple
expedient of selling the equity of redemp-
tion of the claim, and thus forcing the
farmer off his holding. The object of the
previous Government was, and of the pre-
sent Government is, to keep the farmer on
his holding to enable him to earry on opera-
tions. It is quite true that, if the equity of
redemption be sold, the seeurity stands, but
the whole object of assisting the farmer
would fall to the ground if that position was
mainlained, As both Houses will not meet
until the 31st Qctober and as I want to have
this measore passed, if hon. members are
agreeable, so that it may be the first taken
into consideration when Parliament meets
again on that date, and passed by the Leg-
islative Council and then receive the assent
of the Governor so that the principal Aect
may be continued, I propose, after we have
gone through Committee, to move for the
snspension of the Standing QOrders to enable
the Bill to pass through its remaining stages
during the present sitting. I move—

[ASSEMBLY.]

That
time,
Mr, W. D JOHNSON {Guildford)

[S8.40]: The Premier, I think, has covered
the ground correctly and sufficienily exten-
sively. The measure is necessary. If has
fulfilled a very desirable object, and not
only has it protected to some extent the
farmers under the JTudustries Assistance
Board, but has enabled several other per-
sons lo be protected, and has had a good
moral influence besides. I think that we in
Western Aunstralia are to be congratulated
on the faet that in this State it has not .be-
eome neeéssary to proclaim the Aet gener-
ally. A fair and reasonable view has been
taken of it. Consequently the Act has done
no harm to anyone. We know, too, that
in many cases it has done a certain amount
of good. As the Premier has pointed out,
it was necessary in the inlerests of the In-
dustries Assistance Board, not because it
was thonght at the time that the other eredi-
tors would take an undue advantage of the
farmers, but because the beard had an
enorinons amount of money out, and as a
reasonable safeguard, to bhave this Act pro-
elaimed over these farmers. As the Premier
pointed out, the position was tested, and it
was found that there was a weakness in the
measure which will now. be put right. It
wounld have been put right if the Scaddan
Government had remained in power. We
can meet the Premier in assisting him to get
this measure through because it is desirable
that the Act should be continned, and if ean
only he continued by the suspension of the
Standing Orders in order that another place
may deal with it on the 31st October. I sup-
port the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

the Bill be now read a second

In Commiliee.
Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Standing Orders Suspension.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [8.43]: I move—
That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended to enable the Postponement
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of Debts Continuation Bill te be passed

through its remaining stages at the pre-

sent silling,

Division called for, and all the members
present being on the side of the Ayes, the
Speaker declared the guestion passed.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time ang transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
FUNDS (No. 2).

In Commiliee.

DAY

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Application of funds:

Mr. POLEY: For the purposs of assur-
ing that any funds paid by the British Red
Cross Society to the War Council of West-
ern Australia shall be expended only for
the temporary relief of sick and wounded
soldiers and their dependents, and so that
there may be no afterinath of misunder-
standing, T move an amendment-—

That in lne 16 the words “for any of
the purposes hereinbefore mentioned” be
struck out.

Later I intend to move the insertion of
words ensuring that sueh moneys shall be
expended solely for the relief of returned
invalid soldiers and their dependents.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I raised this
point on the second reading, and the Pre-
mier was good enongh to postpong the Com-
mittee stage of the Bill in order that the
matter might be considered. I have gone to
some frouble to ascertain how the fund
stands, and how it is to be distributed; and
T amn satisfied that the Bill provides suffi-
cient safeguards. The arrangement hetween
the War Council and the Red Cross Society
is, practically, that the Red Cross Society,
having no organisafion or machinery for the
distribution of moneys, shall use for that
purpose the organisation or machinery of
the War Couneil. The objeet which the
member for Leonora (Mr. Foley) has in
view is already attained hy the use of the
words “for any of the purposes hereinbefore
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mentioned””  Those words distinetly mean
that the mouneys shall be expended on ihe
relief of returned sick and wounded soldiers
and their dependents. I am perfectly satis-
fied that the best results will flow from the
funds being controlled by the Red Cross
Society and being distributed by the War
Council.

Mr. FOLEY : Having heard the explana-
tion of the leader of the Opposition, T ask
leave to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Clause put and passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported witbout amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE (No. 1).
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 3rd October.

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) [8.54]: The
Permanent Reserves Act of 1899 provides
that where a reserve has been classed ag A,
an Aet of Parliament must be passed in
order to permit of the alienation of any por-
tion of sueh a reserve, TUnder that provi-
sion, I take it, this Bill has been introduced.
The object of the provision is to safeguard
the parks reserved for the use of the people,
and great eare should be exercised by Par-
liament to see that no improper deviation
from the objects for which lands have been
permanently reserved is allowed. However
jealously we may guard our publie parks,
it hecomes at times necessary to make in-
roads upon them. In this case it seems to
me that necessity exists, because of the pos-
sibility of the development of one of our
national resources, the mining of hase
metals. The Attorney General, in introdue-
ing the Bill, pointed out that the intention
in granting the lease of the area deseribed
in the gehedule is to enable certain lease-
holders to develop portion of the re-
serve for the mining of molybdenite. We
are all well satisfied of the richness of West-
ern Australia in base metals; and, this re-
serve being almost in the vieinity of the
metropolitan area, it appears desirable that
the proposed lease should be granted and
some encounragement given to the project.
T was disappointed, however, that the At-
torney General did not give the House more
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information as to the locality of the reserve
from which he proposes to cut out 48 acres.
A plan should, I think, have been prepared
so that hon. members might know exaetly
where the reserve is situated.

Hon. J. D. Coannolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : The reserve is known as the National
Park.

Mr. HUDSON: However, with the in-
formalion I have T am prepared to accepi
the Bill. I would urge upon the Ministe:
to see that the lease, if granted, is worked
properly, that provision is made for th:
preservation of the timber there, and that the
park itself shall not be damaged any more
than can possibly be helped. In view of
the faet of our having base metals in Wesl-
ern Ausiralia, I may suggest to lhe Ministe;
for Mines that, since prices now ruling fo;
base metals such as molybdenite and sheelite
are highly profitable, his department should
issue an elementary manual giving informa.
tion which would be of value to prospector:
—such as (he localities where base mineral
have been found, and also where, from a
geologieal standpoint, they are likely to be
found. The manual should give, withou'
too much elaboration, sueh partienlars ar
would tend to the development of these re-
sources. As regards this partieular Bill, 1
take exception to the faet that it propose:
to grant one lease to, apparently, one syndi-
cate or one person. Possibly other develop
ments may take place in the neighbourhood
and then it would be necessary for the Min.
ister to approach Parliarhent again befor:
he could grant another lease. 1 have m
objection to the Mines Department takins
full aothority to grant leases.

Hon. J. D. Connolly {Honorary Minijs-
ter) : For the whole of the reserve?

Mr. Willmott: Yes.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Mimis.
ter) : Certainly not. .

Mr, HUDSON : The only objection I have
to this Bill is that it gives to one person o
one syndieate a monopoly of 48 acres, and
leaves the Minister powerless to deal witl
any portion of the reserve that may be ont-
side the boundaries stated in the schedule,

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : 1f minerals are located in any other
part of the park, the matter can be dealt
with in a similar maoner to this.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. HUDSON: The Government will
have to come to Parliament for anthority,
and that will entail loss of time. The Min-
ister for Mines might as well have full
power and authority to deal with all appli-
cations.

Mr. Willmott: What is the entire aren
of the National Park?

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): Three or four thousand acres.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: More like ten thous.
and.

Mr, HUDSON: For the reasons [ have
given I am prepared to support the second
reading, of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T. Robinson—Canning—in reply [9.0]:
When | moved the second reading of the
Bil} 1 gave all the inforroution in my power
in connection with the matter. We have al-
ways liad in our minds that Class A reserves
nre sacred, that they must not be interfered
with except by the authority of the House
expressed by a Bill. Therefore when the
application for this land came forward I
subniitted to the House the matter of grani-
ing the lease from the area in question. 1
am entirely in the hands of hon. members,
and if they think it is wise to give the Minis-
ter for Mines the power to grani leases
wherever they may be required through that
reserve, well and good, but I would point
oat to hon. members that that is their privi-
lege entirely. In answer to a question asked
by the member for Pilbara (Mr, Under-
wood) as to whether there was really any
molybdenite there, T have myself inspected
the reports of the departmental officers who
have seen molybdenite hoth on the surface
and in the holes put down, and who state
that there are prospeets of some snceess
there. T think what the hon. member for
Yilgarn (Mr. Hudson) has in his mind, in
the event of this metal being found in quan-
tities, is that other people might want to
take up leases, and it might be an advantage
to get the machinery in motion to help the
industry, As T have already stated, it has
heen the practice to bring applications of
this nature before the House, hut of course
if Parliament likes to give the Minister
power to deal with them, well and good, I
am entirely in the hands of hon. members,

Question put and passed.



Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Power to grant mineral lease
of portion of reserve:

Mr. HUDSON: I move an amendment—

That in line 3 the word “that” be struck

out and “any” inserted in lieu, and in line

4 the words “described in the schedule to

this Aet” be struck out.
The object is to provide that leases may be
granled instead of a single lease,

Amendment passed.

Schedule—negatived.

On motion by Mr. Hudson, the Title was
consequentially amended.

Bill reported with amendmenis, .

BILL—ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
PROPERTY ACTS AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Iebate resumed from the 3rd Oetober.

Mr. W, D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
£9.8] : 1 secured the adjournment of the de-
bate so that hon. members might have the
opportunity of looking throngh the Bill. Seo
far as [ can see, there is nothing in it to
which objection can be taken. We quite
realise owing to altered conditions, that a
Bill of this deseription as applied Lo the
Roman Catholic Chureh 1s necessary, 1
want an assurance from the Attorney Gen-
eral. however, and it is that under the Bill
no greater powers will be given to Roman
Catholic community than have been given
to any other denomination to dispose of land
granled by the Crown. We know it has been
the practice, and a proper praclice, too, to
grant fairly freely to all denominations,
Crown lands on which to erect places of
worship, and so far as the Catholie and the
(Churech of England eommnunities are eon-
cerned, they have also been granted land on
which to erect buildings for educational pur-
poses. I think, however, it was undesirable
te give any denomination the power to sell
or dispose of land given by the Crown for a
specific purpose. T have looked up the Act
of 1895 and T am of the opinion that suffi-
cient protection is given under the Bill now
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before us. We want io see that no one de-
nemination seeures greater rights and privi-
leges than any other. At the same fime,
every one will agree that it is desirable to
see that Crown lands granted for any pur-
pose shall be used for that purpose unless
strong reasons are given for an alteration,
and those reasons should only be endorsed
by the Governor-in-Council. I would like
the Attorney General to give an assurance
on that point,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
T. Robinson—Canning—in reply) [9.12]: 1
cannot say off-hand what is the degree of
variation of the powers conferred on the
Roman Catholic Charch as eompared with
the powers given to various other denomina-
tions. As a malter of fact, there is gome
difference.  Some act under a particular
deed and only exercise the powers given by
that deed. Other powers—I am speaking
from memory—are very simitar to the
powers conferred by the Bill before the
House. If it is necessary for the informa-
tion of the House to contrast the powers of
the Roman Catholic Church with those of
other denominations I am afraid I eannot
do it this evening. I have no hesitation in
saying, however, that if there is any power
in this Bill that is in advance of the power
granted to any other denomination I will
he agreeable to introduce a measure to place
the other denomination on a similar foot-
ing.

Mr. W. D. Jobnson: I do not think that
would be desirable. 1 do not think the
House would allow any denomination to sell
iand which had been granted by the Crown
for church or educational purposes. I am
willing to let the matter pass if the Attorney
General will promise to look inte it before
the Bill reaches another place.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mat-
ter might be deait with in Committee, but
1 am quite in accord with the view the hon.
member takes. The Bill, as it stands, how-
ever, T think is 4 proper one to pass.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill
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Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4-—Power to sell, lease, and mori-
gage lands:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is
the clause that contains the powers to which
the leader of the Opposition referred. The
hon. member’s point deals with the power to
sell. Under Section 5 of the Roman Catho-
lie Churech Lands Act, 1895, it is provided
that—

With the consent of the Governor in
Couneil, the said Bishop and his succes-
sors in office may sell any lands granted
by the Crown as aforesaid to him or his
predecessors in such office, or thai may
be hereafter be so granted.

In this Bill the wording is, “Notwithstand-
ing anything contained in the Aects men-
tioned in the sechedule hereto, it shall be
lawful for the Archbishop. .. .. .. with
the consent of the advisors in writing.” Sec-
tion 7 of the Aect of 1895 reads—

No assurance on sale or mortgage or
any lease for a term exceeding twenty-one
years, of lands granted by the Crown to
or for the use or benefit of the Roman
Catholic Church, withont peeuniary con-
sideration therefor, shall be valid unless
countersigned as approved by the Gov-
ernor for the time being of the said Colony
with the adviee of the Executive Council.
Mr. W. D, Johnson: Is that not only

dealing with the term of 21 years? I do not
understand the word “assurance.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Assar-
anee is a term used in conveyance; it means
transfer. I take it the meaning of that is
that no conveyance or transfer of property
will be valid unless signed by the Governor-
in-Council, which is practieally the same
meaning as Section 5 of the original Aect.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5, 6, T—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment,
the report adopted.

and

BILL—SPECIAL LEASE (LAKE
CLIFTON).
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 3rd October,
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)

[ASSEMBLY.]

[9.23]: This Bill is the outcome of a dis-
cussion which took place in this House last
session on a motion moved by the member
for Murray-Wellington (Hon. W. J.
George). That motion was as follows:—
“That in the opinion of this Honse it is
desirable that a tramway he constrocted
from Waroona to Lake Clifton without de-
lay in order to make available the vast lime
deposits.” The member for Murray-Wel-
lington, in moving this motion, convinced
the House generally, I think, that something
should be done to make these vast lime de-
posits available to the agrieulturists of the
South-West. As a result of the discussion
on the motion, which received the support
of myself as Minister for Lands at the time,
an undertaking was given that an offer
which had been submitted to the then Gov-
ernimment would he investigated with a view
to having prepared an agreement to be sub-
mitted to Parliament for consideration on
its next assembling. Negotiations were en-
tered into between the proposed concession-
aire and the (Gfovernment and an agreement
drafted, as is now ineluded in this Bill. The
Minister for Lands (Hon. H. B. Lefroy)
has been good enough to say that in his
opinion care has heen exercised to see that
ibe interests of the State are adequately pro-
tected, and that at the same time no undue
burden has been placed by the agreement on
the concessionaire, so as to make the pro-
position a finaneial impossibility. I think
the agreement will commend itself to the
Chamber. There may be room for a differ-
ence of opinion as to whether a private con-
cession of this deseription should be granted.
Personally I think that where sufficient safe-
guards are provided, no harm can come to
the State. T am prepared to support the
second reading because I think it is desir-
ahle that the lime deposits should be made
available to the agrienlturists of the South-
West. As a matter of faet, the proper de-
velopment of that portion of the State can-
not take plaece until a cheap and adequate
lime supply is made available; and seeing
that we have a large and valuable supply
almost at the backdoor of the South-West
I think the agricultura] industry should be
assisted towards obtaining that supply at
the earliest possible moment. It will be re-
membered that the Secaddan Government,
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some considerable time ago, placed on the
Estimaies a sum of money for the purpose
of constructing a railway, but the finances
did not permit of that being proceeded with.
T think it would be wrong, seeing that there
is no immediate prospect of money becom-
g plentiful, or the money market becom-
ing easier, to penalise the South-West
further than it has been penalised
already by having waited for an op-
portunity to the Government. View-
ing ali these matters from the broad-
est possible point, T think it is de-
sirable that these lime deposits should be
made available, in order that that portion
of the ecountry may be developed as it sheuld
he. For this reason I have much pleasure
in supporting the second reading of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [9.27]:
As the member for the district concerned
with this particular item, I am pleased in-
deed that the present stage has been reached.
The urgent need for lime in that portion of
the State is well known, and an opportunity
for supplying it quiekly is, I think, sup-
plied under the concession which has been
arranged for. From my knowledge of
the position, and the information given
to i{he Iouse by the then Minister
for Lands, I think there was justifi-
cation for the undertaking given fol-
lowing o¢n rmy motion. There may,
perhaps, be a feeling that a quicker solution
of the diffienlty might have been found.
Since the matter was last before the House
I have received several letters from different
persons in the district. One thing they ask
is that when this conceszion is granted, a
townsite shall he surveved and properly re-
served, so that there may be free access for
all classes of traders. I mentioned the mat-
fer to my colleague the Minister for Lands
and he tells me that there is no necessity
for inserting sueh a condition in the Bill,
that the proeedure governing soch matters
already prevailing will conserve the rights
and interests of the people.

My, Smith interjected.

The MINISTER FOR WQRKS: I have
not gone into that portion of the transaction
particularly, becanse I felt it was not a mat-
ter which need be introduced into the Bill
The officials coneerned were satisfied, and
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as the Minister for Lands had gone into
the question, I was prepared fo leave it Lo
their judgment.

Mr. W. D. Jobnson: Does not the railway
govern the situation really?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
15 another aspect of the matter. The con-
cessionaire will have to provide a fairly
large sum of money to build the railway.
Wlen men are prepared to introduce a new
industry which is required for two special
reasons—lirstly to provide lime required by
the turmers in the district, and secondly to
give employment to men in the distriet—
we cannol err on the side of giving them
something that will make it worth their
while. If we adopt a niggardly attitude
we are likely to defeat the end we have in
view. If these gentlemen carry out their
work aceording to the agreement they will
have eonferred a public benefit on that por-
tion of the State, so surely we are not going
to haggle about terms.

Mr. Smith: But you have given them the
lot.

Mr. W. D). Johnson: It would be neces-
gary to build two railways if it were divided.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cap-
not say how much of the area they ought
to have, but I do not think there is a great
deal in that point. They have to build the
railway to Government standard, under Gov-
ernment supervision, and the Government
will take an accurate account of the cost
of the railway, and will be empowered to
take it over at any time by paying that
cost, less depreciation. Also, the goods have
to be carried on the line at rates not less
than the Government rates, and under con-
ditions to be laid down by the Commissioner
of Railways. The carrying out of this pro-
Ject will confer upon that district a tre-
mendons benefit, and will open up large
areas of land capable of growing enormous
nuantitics of produce, which at present
would be quite useless in view of the eost
of cartage. It parts of that distriet four
@ood horses would be required to bring 10
ewt, of potafoes into Waroona. If the Gov-
ernment cannot build the line and open the
land, we must give to those who are willing
to take the risk something that will afford
them a fair chance of obtaining their re-
ward,
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Mr. Smith: But the company cannot
possibly utilise the whole of the coneession.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It does
not matter to me whether you give them the
whole of it or a quarter of it. If the hon.
member has information which suggests to
him that too much is being given, it is a
question for the consideration of the Minis-
ter for Lands. What T wish to see is that
there shall be no obstacle thrown in the way
of attaining the object in view. To encour-
age enterprises of this sort was the recog-
nised policy of the State as far back as 1872,
when the first Jarrahdale concession was
granted to Messrs. Wanliss Bros. at a nom-
inal rent. The best jarrah forest in the State
was handed over to them for about £50 per
annum rental, it being recognised that they
were undertaking a very large job. For
many years after the start of that enter-
prise Jarrahdale was regarded as prasti-
cally the only place in the State where em-
ployment eould be seeured. At that time it
was the policy of the Government to assist
concessionaires in the first place, with a view
to encouraging them to establish these con-
cerns. After a number of years during
which coneessions of this sort lave been put
on one side—legislators and others thinking
that it was better for the country to refrain
from giving concessions—we have come
back to the old system. We require lime
for our people in the South-West. but we
cannot get if, because we have not the money
to build the necessary railway. These people
are ready to build the line and work the
deposit, and their proposition has appealed,
not only to the late Minister for Lands, but
also to the present Minister.

Mr. Harrison: What is the area?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
about 12 miles leng by approximately three-
quarters of a mile wide,

Mr. Harrison:; You are giving the firm
& monopoly of the lake for about 40 years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
that cannot be denied.

Mr. Harrison: If the district down there
develops rapidly, what will be the value of
the concession?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: TUpon
that the hon. member must form his own
opinion.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Harrison: The value of the conees-
sion will inerease with the development of
the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As I
stated last year, the only interest I have in
the project arises out of the desire that my
constituents and the other people of the
South-West shall get lime at a cheap rate.
I was careful to say on that occasion that
it rested upon the Government to see that
the full interests of the State were pre-
served,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Was it not proposed to
fix a maximum price for the lime?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I be-
lieve it was spoken of. However, these are
not the poeints upon whieh I am touching
just now. The responsibility was cast on
the Government to see that the interests of
the Stale were preserved. The deputy
leader of the Opposition, who was then
Minister for Lands, bas given the House an
agsurance that the interests of the State are
being preserved, and in this the present
Minister for Lands agrees.

Mr. O'Loghlen: There can be no question
about it.

Mr. Thomas:
chase the line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
at any time at cost price, less depreciation.
Since I have been in the State I have seen
various lines purchased by the Government,
upon conditions which did not commend
themselves to my view, and therefore I was
determined that if T should have anything to
do with supporting the building of a raillway
which the State might ultimately take over,
there should be no mistake as to what the
State would have to do. Consequently I
laid it down, and it is embodied in the agree-
ment, that the line shall be built to Govern-
ment standard, under Government super-
vision, that an accuraie aceount is to he
taken of the cost, and that at any time the
Government may take over the line at cost
price less depreciation.

Mr. Smith: Could the Government take
over the lease?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know; that is for the Minister for
Lands to say. Regarding it from a business
peint of view, who among hon. members

Power is taken to repur-
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would be prepared to put down the capital
required for the enterprise without Some
security of tenure?  The lease iz for 21
years, increasing to 42 years. It is a long
time, certainly, but what does it matter to
the State provided the State’s interests are
conserved and the people of the South-West
get the lime, which they capnot get by any
other means? Surely this firm, or any ather
persons, if they are prepared to do the
work and find the money, ought not to be
harrassed by our standing in the way and
saying we will not agree because we have
to go fiddling about with a view to deter-
mining whether the eoncession is too much
or too little. Too many projects which, if
they had been agreed to, would have been
of great benefit to the country, have been
wreeked by little quibbles raised by hon.
members. Here is an agreement which, we
are assured by responsible members on both
sides of the House, has heen thoroughly
well considered and is fair and equitable,

Mr. Thomas: It is all right so long as
they are not to get an unreasonable profit
out of the people.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
price of lime is fixed at 10s. per ton de-
livered at Waroona. It will have to be con-
veyed over 15 or 16 miles of railway. The
bon. member will see, therefore, that the
price is very low, for the mere loading of
the lime into trueks is worth from 1s. 9d.
to 25, in addition to which there is the
freight. Clearly, unless a tremendous quan-
tity comes along, the price of 10s. per ton is
not a very fat thing.

Mr. Smith: Lime loaded into trncks at
Dongarra can be purchased at 5s. per ton.
It costs a penny per ton per mile to carry
it over our railways, so, allowing 2s. for
loading and 1s. 3d. for freight, the conces-
sionaires will be making a profit of nearly
7s. per ton.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Waell,
it is open for hon. members to criticise the
price, but we ought not to spoil the scheme
for getting the lime.

Mr. Thomas: We can pay too mueh for
it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
for the hon. member to show how we can
gel the lime at a lower price.
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Mr. Thomas: Find the money and build
the railway.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
would be no difficulty about it if .we had
that million and a half which we are sup-
posed to have in our pockets. 1 have no
more to say. The question is before the
House. The people want the lime and have
asked the Giovernment to provide it. The
Government have not the money to build
the railway line. Indeed, if the Govern-
ment brought in a Bill for the construclion
of the line to-morrow, the House would not
pass it. Hon. members opposite wounld
make a party question of it and quibble
over it till Chrigtmas.

Mr. O'Loghlen: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well,
the project is before the House, and bon.
members can voice their objections. T have
pointed out what appeals to we as a prac-
tical man regarding this agreement, and if
the House does not like to aceept it the re-
sponsibility rests with hon. members.

Mr, WILLMOTT (Nelson) [9.43]: For
30 years past this has been a pet projeet of
mine. Ever since T have been in the South-
West, it has been my earnest desire to see
our lime deposits opened up with a view
to providing cheap lime for the farmers.
Let me compliment the late Minister for
Lands, who, I understand, is directly respon-
sible for the Bill. T say confidently that the
interests of the State are completely safe-
guarded in the Bill. We have absolutely
chained these people down in every respect.
We have heard by interjection that there is
a fortune in it for these people. I hope there
1. If there is a fortune in it in supplying
lime to the farmers at 10s. per ton on rails at
‘Waroona, then, at the present time, we are
paying 25s. a ton for an inferior article.
What a profit, therefore, must the people
who are dealing in lime be making at the
present day.

Mr. Smith: You are getting a superior
article containing 8¢ per cent. of ecarbon.
This is only 60 per cent.

Mr. WILLMOTT: There is no lime so
suitable for the farmer as this particnlar
Lake Clifton lime. As was read out by the
Minister for Lands, this is lime containing
what is known as aragonite, as against the
ordinary calcite lime which we have in other
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parts of the Slate. Very interesting reports
by Mr. Saint Smith, Mr. Simpson and
ofhers were also read ont. I have for many
months, followed up this question of the
Lake Clifton lime, and the more we follow
it up the more interesting it is, not only
from the point of view of the farmer, bui
from the point of view of the man who
takes an intelligent interest in matters of
this kind. There is no other lime proposition
in the State that I know of that can produce
anything like the quantity of lime at the
price, namely, 105. per ton or 12s, per ton
sereened. I am perfectly sure that the lime
as it exists fo-day is fine enough to go
through any fertiliser spreader that is on
the markel to-day.

Mr. Smith: Wet or dry?

My, WILLMOTT: I take it that the
lime will be pumped out of the lake, dried,
put into trucks and sent away in bulk. We
are not going to lay down the law to these
people as to how they are to conduct their
business, but we have tied them down so that
the Government are safeguarded.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: It must be dry to
be sereened.

The Minister for Lands:
not huy it if it is wet.

Mr. WILLMOTT: We need not worry
ourselves about that. All we want is to get
the lime. We know that it is of the best,
and I hope that hon. members will not
quibble, as they seem inclined to do, as to
the size of the area that is to be granted.

'The Minister for Works: If the lime is
no good the farmers will not take it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: If it is no good, then
Mr. Simpson and Mr. Saint Smith are out
of their reckoning. I am, however, pre-
pared to take their word.

My, Smith: Tt would not be the first time
that experts were out of their reckoning.

Mr, WILLMOTT: As regards the size
of the area it is proposed to grant, we have
to bear in mind that these people will bhave
to spend a large amount of money, and that
the area and the length of term are not ex-
cessive. A term of 21 years with the right
of renewal is not too long in the eirecum-
stances. Not only is it intended to provide
lime for the farmers, but to make cement.
The price of cement will be governed by
eompetition.

The public will

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mvr, Smith: You have excluded eompeti-
tion here.
Mr. WILLMOTT:  Competition will

come from outside the State. These people
will have to sell ai either the same price
or less than the price paid by people whe
are iniporfing it. Every argument that has
been put up is in favour of the scheme, If
hon. members knew how anxiously the
farmers had been waiting for this, they
would do all they could to get it through
the House withont delay.

Mr. O°Loghlen: They have not tried to
stop it.

Mr, WILLMOTT: No, but from their
interjeetions one would think that the Gov-
ernment of the day were trying to force
throngh the House something that would be
a deiriment to the State. 1£ hon. members
would take the trouble to go through the
Bill they would find that the inferests of the
State are absolutely safegnarded, as well as
those of the farmers.

Mr. O'Loghlen: So long as the cocky is
all right, nothing else matters. -

Mr, WILLMOTT: If the cocky is all
right, this State is all right. I hope the Bill
will be passed.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury)} [952]: 1
should be loth to do anything to obstruet a
measure that is of such advantage to the
South-West. I realise, ag well as the leader
of the Country party, the erying need which
exists in that portion of the State for an
adequate supply of lime at a reasonable
price, Practically the whole of the land
there is in need of it, but if any great de-
velopment is to take place in the South-West
in the near future, it cannot efectively be
earried out wnless a proper supply of lime
is provided. I do not, however, share the
opinion of that hon. wmember when he says
that by interjecting and asking questions we
are endeavouring in some way or other to
prevent the passage of the Bill. While rea-
lising with others the great need for il
I am desirous from my place in the House

of protecling the public interests. Too
often in the past concessions have been
rushed ihrough Parliaments giving to

people certain rights extending over a great
number of years. In the need of the moment
we are inclined to be too generons, to give
away the public estate, and to make eondi-
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tions whieh, in the light of after events, and
increased experience we might live long
enough to hitterly repent. It seems to me,
according to the Minister for Works, that
the cost of handling lime at Lake Clifton is
to be 2s. per ton, that is if it is shovelled,
and that the carriage of it over 15 miles
of railway at a cost of 1d. per ton per mile
works out, on the system prevailing at pre-
sent on our railways, at 1s. 3d. a ton, and
that this will bring the cost of handling and
transpor! up to no more than 3s, 3d. per
ton. If 1 know anything of the company
that is taking this over and investing its
money, the most up-to-date machinery will
be supplied and the costs of handling re-
duced to even below that.

The Minister for Works: There is some-
thing to be allowed for the preliminary ex-
penses.

Mr, THOMAS: I do not wani to be un-
fair, but merely to sound a note of warning.
I want to help the Bill through all I can,
but to be satisfied at the same time that the
interests of the public are safeguarded.

Mr. W. D, Johnson: One shilling and
threepence is not a fair estimate for rail-
age.

Mr. THOMAS: It works out at that at
1d. a ton per mile over 15 miles.

Mr. W, D. Johnson: You are speaking of
the ordinary railways of the Siate running
ordinary traffic. This will have a limited
traffic and he an isolated railway.

Mr. THOMAS: Allowing that it costs §s.
3d., which it will not do, to land it at War-
oona, there is still room for an enormous
profit to go into the pockets of the people
who are running the concern, which might
very well, if the Goveroment would take up
the scheme, remain in the pockets of the
producers of the South-West. It may seem
that our need is great, and that to get lime
at 10s. per ton is very desirable, but if this
lime eonld he supplied at 7s. 6d. a ton, cou-
sidering the conntless thousands of tons that
will be available, it would amount to an im-
mense ¢oncession. I am not going to say
that my point of view is altogether the right
one. but I do not think T have ever known
of any railway concessiun which has been
granted in any part of Australia that bas 1o
fulore years been entirely satisfactory to
the Government which granted il. We have
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seen instances in which in after years, the
Government bave had to buy back properties
which had been eonceded in that way at an
enhaneed value,

T'he Minister for Works: You have never
seen one on a commission like this before.

Mr. THOMAS : True, we have the right to
take back the railway, That is very desir-
able, but I think some clause could have been
inserted by whiech we would have the right
to repurchase the lease. To have to wait
40 years is a long {ime in the development of
Western Auslralia. The time may come
when we will find, with the electrification of
our railways and the improved counditions
that science is bringing forward every day,
that these people may be able to transport
their lime over the railway at a fraction of
the cost thal is estimated to-day. In such
case it is reasonahle to assume that they
would make 50 per cent. profit on every ton
they handle. While being as anxions as any
member of this House that these deposits
should be developed, 1 would like them to
pause a little while and eonsider whether
it would not be better for the House to
sfrain a nerve and find the money to take the
matter under the eontrol of the Government
so that in fime to come the people of the
State themselves might benefit from these
deposits.

The Minister for Works: Would your ob-
jection diminish if the term was made
shorter than 42 years?

Mr. THOMAS: It will diminish with
every year,

The Minister for Works: Then it is open
to the hon. member to move an amendment.

Mr. THOMAS: T am only ventilating my
opinion. [ quite agree that this is one of
the great essentials for that part of the
country which the Minister for Works and I
have the honour of representing. Somehow
I fear that if this is allowed to be a pri-
vately-controlled railway, we ghall lose some
of those inestimable benefits which have
rome, and are coming, from the Government
contral of railways. Without the Govern-
ment control of this line the whole of the
profits will go to the company. It would,
of course, be a peculiar situation if the
Government took over the railway and re-
fused to transport the lime over it on behalf
of the company.
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Mr, O’Loghlen: The company would not
hold out long if they had te pay interesi on
the plant and cutlay.

Mr, THOMAS: It would, of eourse, cre-
ale a very complicated position. Some
better condilions might be made and some
power given by which the lease could be
repurchased, and with the improved facili-
ties for transport, which I have suggested
may come in the future, it might mean that
the State could handle the product for 5s, a
ton. When development takes place in the
South-West as it should and ultimately must
take place, the demand will be simply enorm-
ous. If we can save 50 per cent. on the cost as
it appears on a rough, casual estimate, then
it is worth while, in the interests of the
Stale, to see whether something better can-
not be obtained in improved conditions in
connection with the agreement. If we knew
the definite amount we had to pay in order
to buy back the concession, if it wers, say,
£20,000, then, if the position did arise, we
could find the £20,000. But it may prove
that the coneession will be worth hundreds
of thousands of pounds.

The Minister for Works: To the farmers
of the Siale.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes. I am fully alive to
fhat. If we can save 50 per eent. of the
cost of the product to the farmer, it would
mean that he counld use two tons where under
these conditions he can use one. To double
the quantity of lime at the same cost may
infinitely increase the productivity of the
soil, and will certainly give the farmer a
fairer deal and a better opportunity of pro-
ducing. I am rather surprised that the
leader of the Country party is so anzious
- to bustle this Bill through, without giving
consideration to every detail.

Mr. Willmott: I have given consideration
to every defail.

ar. THOMAS: While I share that hon.
member's anxiety for the people whom this
Bill is to benefit, I do not wish to he carried
off my menial feet with the immediate pros-
pects and conclude an agreemeant which may
prove faulty. I do not wish to forget to
examine definitely the prospects of the
future. Not for a moment would T like it
to be said that I had done anything to block
the legitimate prospects of the Bill, but if
the second reading debate is adjonrned I

[ASSEMBLY.]

would ask the Minister in charge fo think
just a little longer, to give the matter some
more thought and see whether still better
conditions cannot be made in the direction
I have suggested. I have every confidence
that the Minister for Lands will not know-
ingly give away any concession that should
he reserved to benefit the people of Western
Australia, and particularly the South-West.
Let him consider whether a better agree-
ment cannot be coneluded, before we give
consent to the granting of this concession,
with the risk of our people having wulti-
mately reason to regret hasty action om our
part.

My, HARRISON (Aven) [10.5): There
is no doubt whatever that this measure is
going to produce quile a different aspect
of the South-West. Our agrieultural ex-
perts have repeatedly said that the South-
West is so deficient in lime as to have pre-
vented the efforts of those who have been
settled there for a number of years from
proving as suecessful as they should prove.
The high cost of production in the South-
West, owing largely to the laek of lime, has
retarded the development of the district more
than any other factor. The development of
the lime deposit by the lessee represents one
of the best proposals ever snbmitted to Par-
liament. I agree with the member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Thomas), however, that a 40-
years concession at the prices fixed for lime
is dangerous, though of course the right to
purchase the railway protects the Govern-
ment te a eonsiderable extent. I observe a
reference to a 20-ineh mesh. The Minister
for Lands will understand that a 20-ihch
mesh would be utterly nseless. What I sup-
pose is meant is 20 meshes to the inch.

The Minister for Lands: Yes; that is so.

Mr. HARRISON: But the Bill does not
say S0.

The Minister for Works:
is hadly drafted.

Mr. HARRISON: Yes. I believe, with
the member for Bunbury, that a provision
shonld be inserted empowering the Govern-
ment to purchase the lease at a future date,
should they desire to do so. A clause to
that effeet would not prevent the lessee from
proceeding with this work. Then, as regards
the minimum produetion of 50 tons per day,
that of course would not pay the lessee: but

The measure
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the fear oceurred to me that the lessee might
make suliicient profit vut of a restricted pro-
duetion, and that this might result in retard-
ing (he development of the South-West.
However, 1 observe from the Notice Paper
that another coucession of this kind is to
be granted.

The Minister for
Capel.

Mr. HARRISON: 1f the lime is going
to do all that is expecled, the demand will
increase vear by year, and the settlement of
the South-West will so extend in 40 years
that the lessee will be deing an enormouns
business.

The Minister for Works: If the lessee
helps to develop the South-West, surely he
is entitled to some reward.

Mr. HARRISON: Yes. In my opinion,
it s mueh more bhetter to devolop the lime
deposit by private enterprise, which gets off
the mark far more quickly than the Gov-
ernmment. We on this side of the House are
now utterly opposed to such undertakings
being handled by the Government. But we
may have improved in this respect after the
lapse of 40 years,

Mr. Bolton: Improved in intellect, do
¥ou mean, or in socialism?

Mr. HARRISON: In anything the hon.
member pleases; perbaps in mechanies. We
may also, of course, have improved men-
ially. I am with the Government, however,
in the view that this lime deposit will be
" developed more quickly by private enter-
prise than by the Stale, especially having
regard to the condition of the finances.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.

Works: That is at

H. B. Lefroy—Moore—in reply) [10.10]:"

Some little eriticism has arisen in the minds
of hon. members as to this Bill, and T wish
to point out that careful consideration has
been given to the measore. It does not re-
present the work of a moment. If has been
considered for some fime past by the de-
parimental advisers and by the Crown
Eaw ofticers. There secms to he a fear on
the part of the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Thomas), and perhaps some others, that the
lessee will make an enormous profit out of
the enterprise while the State will derive
no benefit.

Mr. Harrison:
a long term.

[22]

It is a big concession for
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It i
alsa thought by hon. members that the State
should reserve the right to take over the
lease at any time. The State, however, has
the right to purchase the railway at any
moment. If the State steps in and pur-
chases the railway, the lessee of the lime
deposit would have to obtain the right to
build another railway before he eould fur-
ther utilise the lime deposit. In that way
the State conld take control if the deposit
were not worked by the lessee in a proper
way.

Mr. Harrvison: The railway would be
useless to the State without the lime de-
posit.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But the
lessee would have to work the lease to ihe
extent of at least 50 tons per day.

Mr. Smith: How could he do it if the
Government took over the railway?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
eould not do it.

Mr. Smith: Then he would have an ac-
tion for damages against the Government.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, not
at all, Under this measure the Government
kave a right to take over the railway. I
really do not think there is any need tfo
cavil over this proposition, which seems to
me an excellent one. If it is really carried
oul and the lessee does make money out of
it, all the hetter for Western Australia, I
say. The prices fixed for the lime are low.
The member for Bunbury estimated the cost
of production on the basis of shovelling the
lime into something and then carrying it
to Warpona by train. But the lime has to
be punmped out of the lake, and then to be
dried and sereened. That is not going to be
done for nothing. The drying and sereen-
ing of the lime will be the most expensive
part of the whole business. The whole thing
having been threshed out, it has been con-
sidered ihat 10s. per ton is a fair price for
the unscreened and 12s. per ton for the
sereened lime. Some hon. members may
know more aboul the fechnical part of the
business than I do, and I shall be glad to
have their advice. However, the common
sense view is that if this agreement is car-
ried ont great benefit will resnlt to the
State, and especially to the South-West, If

He
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we can enrich our lands, the Stale is getting
a preat deal, The lime deposit has been
absolutely useless to Western Australia up
to the present. If the Government are not
prepared to work it, why should not some-
one else be permitted to work it under condi-
tions salisfactory Lo the State and satisfac-
tory to the lessee? I think every endeavour
has been made to render this agreement
satisfactory to the lessee, while safeguarding
the State in every possible way. The lessee
has to build a railway, and carry passengers
amdl freight at rates to be approved by the
Minister for Railways, but not less than the
rates eharged on our Government lines. The
lessee will not make money out of carrying
passengurs and freight, because on this line
there will not be the amount of traffic to
make it payable—certainly not as regards
passengers. I shall be only too pleased if
han. members will, in Committee, point ount
any improvements which can be effected in
the Bill, or any loophole whereby the inter-
ests of the State are liable to suffer. Fin-
ally, T would like hon. members to bear in
mind that the produetion of the lime will
prove of inestimable benefit to Western
Australian as a whole, and espeeially
to the farmers of the South-West.
Considering all the work that is necessary,
I hope that the price to be charged for lime
will not be too great. In dealing with a con-
cession such as this it is not wise te be too
one-sided. We ought {o consider the in-
teresis of the lessee and we should nof ent
him down more than is necessary so long as
we safeguard the interests of the State.
Under all the circumstances we shall not be
doing any injury to the State by granting
the powers provided under the Bill. We
grant gold-mining leases for a terml of years
with the right of remewal antil the gold is
worked out, and people have been known
to make fortunes ount of them. When the
company is taking more than a certain
amount of gold out of a mine we do not
provide that the State shall step in and
take it over. It would be a pity to do any-
thing which might prevent the intending
lessee from proceeding with the matter, If
Parliament is satisfied about the hona fides
of the lessee, it should agree to the Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In Commitice.

Mr. Helman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed 0.

Clause 2—Power fo grant lease:

Mr. SMITH: I inove an amendment—

That in line 4, after the word “lease,”
the words "of 2,500 acres’” be added.

Mr. FOLEY: 1 hope the clause will be
allowed to pass as it is printed. 1f we are
going to give a concession it is just as well
to grant it in the way proposed in the Bill.
If we adopt the amendment suggested by
the member for North Perth we shall open
np an avenue by which someone else can
come in and exploit the work which is
slready being carried on by the intending
lessees.

Mr. Smith: The 2,500 acres will he more
than they will he able to work.

Mr. FOLEY: If I thought there was
going to be a monopoly, I certainly would
not vote for the Bill. Tt is not, however, a
guestion of monopoly, becanse the House
knows that other concessions have heen
granted in regard to lime. The amendment,
if earried, would act unfairly to those who
have applied for the concession. I doubt
whether the member for North Perth knows
whether 2,500 aecres would be too large or
too small a concession. The previous Min-
ister for Lands, as well as the present Min-
ister, must have had expert advice on this
aquestion and I think the Committee would
be justified in accepting what has been put
before them.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: T have no doubt that

. the memher for North Perth is perfectly

sincere in his attitude. The amendment,
perhaps, might be workable if a proviso
were added that, in the event of an addi-
tional area being required, the company
wonld have first call on it. The proposal in
the Bill, however, is a fairly equitable one;
but, as I have said, if the member for North
Perth has any genuine fear that the com-
pany will get too much from the State he
can add the proviso that I have suggested.
Then, again, it is doubtful whether the com-
pany could go ahead, were the amendment
carried even with the proviso. They must
have seeurity and a sufficient area to operate
upon. It mnst not be forgotten also that
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an cnormous inifial expendifure will be in-
volved. I am not going to deny that the
company may do well, but we have been
informed that the State was not able to
uperate these deposilz. and eonsequently we
must make the best provision possible. The
compaiy must have a fair guarvantee, and
I am satistied with the safeguards provided,
Ii the hon. member persisis with his amend-
went and it is carried, then I think in jus-
tice to the firm, provision should he made
that the State, it the future warrants it, will
muke the concessionaires an cxtension of
areas. L do not know whether the House
would agree to sueh a provision, but I do
think that it the amendment be carried some
suelh nndertaking would be necessary. The
fear seems to be that this company is going
to do well, but { would point out that if the
company does well, other peuple and fhe
State also will do well.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 am
afraid that the member for North Perth has
nol taken all things necessary into consid-
eralion before moving his amendment, He
asks the House lo suppoert his amendment
that the area of this lease shall be reduced
to 2,500 aeres. I may say that in making
that limit the hon. member has been most
generous, becanse the whole area of Lake
Chfton. so far as can be gathered from tlus
small map, is something under 4,000 aeres.

Mr. Smith: Tt 15 4,200 acres.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well,
4,200 acres. I was not very far wrong in the
calenlation I had made without a seale. T
want this line simply and solely because the
people of the South-West want it, but I do
want the question viewed from a common-
sense point. The people of the South-West
want this line, and, as I have just told the
Premier, if he will provide the money for
the Government to build the Jine, I shall he
satisfied. We can have this line without en-
croacliing on the (Government reserve. Some
members appear to view the latter in a dog-
in-the-manger spirit. They cannot get a line
themselves, and they endeavour fo prevent
others from gettine a line which is required ;
and some of them seein 1o expeet the con-
cessionaires to build the line and make noth-
ing out of it. T do not ecare twopence
whether the concesstonaire makes monev or
not: T want the line.

54y

Mr. (YLoghlen: You are anticipating a lot
uf trouble.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 am
not anticipating trouble, but I have been lis-
tening to this debale and it has been most
hgstile until a lew moments ago. LE the
area is reduoced 1o 2,500 acres that may leave
sufficient for the concessionaires to develop,
but if 1 were in their position 1 would not
take it up. I would say to the Government,
* Al right; if' that 1s the spirit in which
you approach the matier, if you want this
mdustry develoj.ed, develop it  yourself.”
Members who have heen adopting this atli-
tude should visil the district. 1 can promise
them a courleous receplion, and a safe jour-
ney home, Int 1 cannot promise them that
their consciences will be easy.

AMyr. W, ). JOHNSON: The Commiitee
should remember {hat this Bill is the result
of a resolution of the Chamber. TUnques-
lionably the motion moved last session by
the member for Murray-Wellington would
have been carried by a large majority had it
cone to the vote; but in order that the hands
of the Government shonld not be fied I re-
quested that the matter be held over and a
proper investigation made. There is nothing
easier than to criticise an agreement of this
kind, The less one knows about the subject
the easier 11 is to criticise—therefore some
members have a pretty wide scope lo-night.
This debate has reminded me of the diseus-
sions I have had un various oceasions with
the gentlemen interested in this propesition.
I raised then all the points which have been
raised to-night. I realised that it was my
duty to get the best terms possible for the
State; but if I had insisted upon a reduction
of area, a reduction of returns, and a reduc-
(ion in lhe price of the lime, I realise that
there would have been no agreement aft all.
1 would not have been able io come to an
understanding at all, and although I do not
wish members to understand that the last
word has been said in regard to this agree-
ment, I wish to give the Committee the as-
surance that I went closely inlo it myself
and had associated with me in its prepara-
fion the best experts of the Agrieuliural,
Lands, and Crown Law Departmenis. In
connection with agreemenis of this =ort, it
must be realized that the lessee has to put
a good desl of capital into the proposition
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before he can hope to get one penny of re-
turn, and in order to justify the investment
of that ecapital he must have some assets;
and if he is limiled in area, limited as to the
price of the lime, and in the amount he must
hand over to the Government before he
makes any profit at all, the proposition then
becomes a financial impossibility. Dealing
with the monopoly aspect, there is no mon-
opoly so far as lime is concerned. There is
any quantity of lime a{ Lake Clifton.

Member: But they have the whole of it.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSBON: They have not.
The lime country stretebes along the coast
right up to Rockingham, and undoubtedly
if this line were built it wounld be the means
of opening up other limé deposits. Already
a molion is before this Chamber to approve
the granting of another concession for an
exaclly similar  purpose, npamely, lo
exploit the lime deposils at the Capel.
It will thus be seen that no momopely
is created. The ieader of the Country party
has told us that the farmers have been ery-
ing out for lime for the last 30 years; and
if the iwo concessions now proposed are
granted the farmers will be in the happy
position of having the choice of two propo-
sitions. In this agreement we have kept
the price as low as possible. Before we
started our negotiations the departmental
officers said that if we could get this lime
to Warcona at 10s. we would do a wonder-
ful thing for the Sonth-West. The price
of 10s. was fixed by the departmental
officers. T am nof putting up a speeial plea
on behalf of the agreement, but it is reason-
able, and it protects the interests of the
State. Also it is fair to the lessee, who
should make a reasomable profit if he can
manunfacture eement. In regard to the lime,
the agriculturists of the South-West have
the big end of the stick, and the agreement
is undoubtedly to the advantage of the
State. If the amendment is carried I think
there will be no development of Lake Clif-
ton for some considerable time.

Mr. THOMAS: No members are desirous
of voting against the Bill, but we wish to
gee the interests of the State properly safe-
guarded. In return for the benefit the
State will undoubtedly receive from the en-
terprise, I am perfectly willing that the
company should do well out of their opera-
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tions, but I would like to see some limita-
tion set to the extent to which they can
exploit the country. On behalf of at least
some of the people of the South-West, I
desire to thank the Government for their
prompt action in the matfer.

Amendment pnt and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 3 to G—agreed to.

Schedules, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 10.49 p.m.
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